
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

California Junior Classical League 
Executive Board Meeting 

Virtually Held 
January 10, 2026, 8:00 a.m. 

I• X • MMXXVI 
a.d. IV Īdus Ianuarias. MMDCCLXXIX A.U.C. 

  
Upcoming Dates:  
Test Writing Deadline: February 1, 2026, 
CARCER: February 21, 2026 10am-1pm at Menlo and Loyola 
State Convention at St. Francis - March 27-28, 2026 
Next Virtual Board Meeting - May 16, 2026 
 
To-Do List FROM 8/23/25 meeting FOR 1/10/26 Meeting 
All Board and Executive Committee members will 

​Check their emails regularly 
Sky Taketa will 

​ Prepare for service and spirit and State Convention 
Northern Reps will: 

​ Finish the financials 
Southern Reps will 

​ Finish the financials 
Convention Presidents will 

​Continue prep for State Convention 
​Look into gluten-free options for meals 

Julia Ball will 
​Continue working on outreach 

Shiven Patel will 



​Work on the scrapbook 
Sean Gupta will 

​Manage candidate applications and elections at State Convention  
​ Send a list of candidates to Ms. Masoni to check their membership status 
​Work on a Candidates Information Booklet. 

Koji Edmunds will 
​ Finish the minutes 
​Work on creating a survey for State Convention 

Shreyas Karnam will 
​Work on the next Nuntius and a Convention Ear 

Chloe Fua will 
​ Post State Convention info 

Ameera Ramzan will 
​Work on national duties and keep CAJCL informed of changes or new ideas. 

Dr. Briggs will 
​Work on CARCER prep and State Convention 
​Work with Dr. Garvey on Competitive Certamen 

Ms. Vasquez will 
​Order awards for State Convention 
​Write 3 academic tests 
​Prepare for Open Certamen 
​Order officer pins including Open Certamen Chair for Dr. Garvey 

Ms. Jordt will 
​  

Ms. Alimento will 
​  Send Shreyas an ad on scholarships for the Nuntius  
​  Think about adding other ancient languages like Sanskrit, Hebrew, or Egyptian to Latin 
and Greek as a part of the requirements for the scholarship. 

Ms. Masoni will 
​  

 
In Attendance: 

2025-2026 Officers 
1.​ Skylar Taketa (Pacifica Christian) – 2nd Vice President 
2.​ Avi Buxbaum (La Entrada) – Northern Representative 
3.​ Lilliana Aali & Liran Jin (Harbor Day) – Southern Representatives 
4.​ Cassie Salvucci & Meg Briggs (St. Francis) – Convention Presidents 
5.​ Julia Ball (Sage Hill School) – 1st Vice President 
6.​ Sean Gupta (Miramonte) – Parliamentarian 



7.​ Koji Edmunds (Menlo-Atherton) – Secretary 
8.​ Shreyas Karnam (The Harker School) – Nuntius Editor 
9.​ Chloe Fua (CHD Academy) – Webmaster 
10.​Shiven Patel (University) – Historian 
11.​Ameera Ramzan (The Harker School) – NJCL Communications Coordinator 

 
Adults  
12.​Mr. Matt Davis - State Chair, 2nd VP Mentor 
13.​Ms. Marisa Alimento (Crossroads Middle) - Scholarships Chair 
14.​Ms. Dorothy Vasquez (Menlo Emerita)- Open Certamen Chair, Secretary Mentor 
15.​Ms. Eleanor Stuart (La Entrada) - Ludi Sponsor 
16.​Mr. Scott Paterson (The Harker School)- Academics Chair 
17.​Mr. Brendan Nguyen - CASCL Vice President 
18.​Ms. Ella Mui Shonk - CASCL President 
19.​Ms. Heather Paff (Harbor Day) - SCRAM Sponsor 
20.​Ms. Jen Jordt (Menlo) - State Co-Chair, Creative Arts Chair 
21.​Mr. Fred Muth (Loyola) - State Co-Chair, Registration Chair 
22.​Dr. Brian Briggs (St. Francis) - Certamen Chair, 2026 State Convention Sponsor 
23.​Dr. Tom Garvey (Menlo) - Competitive Certamen Co-Chair 

 

In absentia: 
24.​Christopher Hintz (La Entrada) – Northern Representative 
25.​Ava Maita (St. Francis) - Convention President 
26.​Ms. Lisa Masoni (Harker Middle)- Treasurer, Graphic Arts Chair 
27.​Mr. Jon Gumz - CASCL Advisor, Media Chair 

 
I.​ Call to Order – Sky Taketa opened the winter meeting of the CAJCL Executive 

Board for the 2025-2026 term at 8:03 am. 
 
II.​ Minutes from August 23rd Meeting – Koji Edmunds read the summary of the 

minutes from the 1st CAJCL board meeting. Sky moved to approve the minutes. The 
motion was seconded and passed. 
 

III.​ Reimbursement Requests – Ms. Masoni 
a.​ Ms. Jordt reported on the reimbursement requests in lieu of Ms. Masoni. 

i.​ To Frederick Muth, $81.25 for Data cord and scantron forms for testing 
new Apperson scanner 

ii.​ To Lisa Masoni, $23.19 for domain name on GoDaddy  
iii.​ To Brian Briggs, $452.35 for repair for two state certamen machines 
iv.​ To Brian Briggs, $499.96 for travel to SCRAM for Meg, including 

luggage fee for the scantron machine 



b.​ Sky moved to approve all the reimbursement requests. The motion was seconded 
and passed. 

 
IV.​ SCL Report – Ella Mui Shonk 

a.​ The SCL attended both Ludi and Scram. 
b.​ The SCL is working on preparing for state right now.  

 
V.​ Pictures for the Scrapbook. We took a screenshot of the Zoom for the scrapbook. 

a.​ Shiven took videos at SCRAM, and received photos from Ludi. He requested 
everyone to send their photos to him. 

b.​ He will submit the videos to the national video contest and/or imbed them in the 
scrapbook for the National Competition 

 
VI.​ State Chair Report – Mr. Matt Davis 

a.​ The State Chair Report was moved up to the sixth item of the agenda. 
b.​ Mr. Davis attended Ludi and has been helping the schools running SCRAM and 

Ludi.  
c.​ He is helping with the planning for State Convention 
d.​ He wanted to discuss the scholarships for National Convention, before he left. 

i.​ Ms. Jordt said our current balance is $6265.49. Ms. Masoni proposed 
offering 5 scholarships at $400, for a total of $2000. If we have more 
income she proposes offering 8 at $700.  

ii.​ Sky motioned to approve the Scholarship money, but decide later which 
option is the better one. The motion was seconded and passed. 

 
VII.​ Officer Reports 

 
Ava Maita, Cassie Salvucci & Meg Briggs (St. Francis) – Convention 
Presidents 

a.​ They plan to put the forms on the website sometime next week. 
b.​ Meg discussed the schedule and logistics. 

i.​ Registration starts Friday at 3:30 because they have school that 
day.  

ii.​ There will be a vegetarian meal on Friday. Sky asked if there was a 
gluten free option, which St. Francis will look into adding. 

iii.​ Julia pointed out that the Competitive Certamen semifinals 
conflicts with That’s Entertainment. Dr. Briggs mentioned that they 
tried to stagger the activities, and competitors in Certamen can be 
prioritized for That’s Entertainment.  

iv.​ Ella requested a headquarters for State Convention. Dr. Briggs 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1g32OKceob6cCFhUCqKdrW23HMQ1TOaTC44QyeFsJCHc/edit?tab=t.0


suggested classroom options to Ella, and will make sure the SCL 
has a room. 

c.​ Cassie shared Saturday’s schedule 
i.​ Dr. Briggs wondered if Impromptu Art starting after the General 

assembly gives enough time to get there. Mr. Davis suggested 
adding a buffer of 15 minutes. 

ii.​ Ms Vasquez said Open Certamen registration should last until 
Saturday morning until 10:00. 

iii.​ Ms Vasquez suggested that Catapult and Chariot registration start 
on Friday, so mistakes can be fixed before the competition. Mr. 
Davis mentioned that there might be less sign ups on Friday, and 
it’s logistically harder. Dr. Briggs clarified that the chariot doesn’t 
have many regulations and they have a storage problem. 

iv.​ Dr. Briggs asked for ideas for the STEM Challenge. Mr. Davis 
suggested reaching out to Katie Robinson for ideas. 

v.​ Dr. Briggs clarified that kickball was envisioned to be a school ludi 
event, with SCL help. Ms. Vasquez asked if it would count for 
points and Dr. Briggs clarified that it will not. Ms. Vasquez will 
order ribbons for kickball too. 

vi.​ Mr. Davis asked if a track event could be held. Dr. Briggs said a 
100, 200, or 400 meter race would be viable, after the catapult and 
chariot competitions. 

vii.​ Ms. Vasquez mentioned that adults will be needed to run nine 
Open Certamen  rooms. She also requested someone help her with 
programming for Open Certamen logistics.  

viii.​ Shreyas wondered if the open forum length had changed. Dr. 
Briggs thought it was the same and said he would double check. 
Sean thought the current time of 2:30-4:15 works well. 

ix.​ Ms. Vasquez suggested that it state in the program that students 
who are at Open Forum or Open Certamen are excused from the 
first workshop. 

x.​ Dr. Briggs asked if dinner should be before the final general 
assembly. Ms Vasquez said that works well and gives time for 
figuring out awards. 

xi.​ Ms. Vasquez asked about the plan for dinner. St. Francis is getting 
food trucks, and Dr. Briggs asked how many trucks were needed. 
Ms. Vasquez suggested telling the food trucks to offer only one 
item, to speed up the lines. She also shared that local trucks are 
cheaper, without an Off-the-Grid fee, but noted that using 
Off-the-Grid is easier for the host school. 



Sky Taketa (Pacifica Christian OC) – 2nd Vice President 
a.​ Sky and Meg thought of card-making for nearby hospitals, as the service 

event. Dr. Briggs mentioned that the service organization was founded by 
a JCLer who is in hospice, so working with that organization is 
meaningful for the community. Sky also suggested coin wars, a service 
event from Nationals. 

b.​ She thinks spirit awards for the top 3 might work better than top 5 this 
year. She will see how many schools sign up. 

c.​ Sky asked if St. Francis has clipboards for judging. Meg said they can 
definitely provide clipboards. Shiven suggested an online form for judging 
instead. 

d.​ Sky will bring spirit awards to Convention, and will get reimbursed by St. 
Francis. Dr. Briggs reminded her that she needs to submit receipts. 

Shiven Patel (University) – Historian 
a.​ Shiven has been going through photos and videos from CAJCL events. He 

requested that everyone send him the photos they have.  
b.​ He is making a scrapbook and a video. Ms. Jordt said that the video 

wouldn’t be allowed for the NJCL scrapbook competition. Shiven will 
then submit it to an NJCL video contest or post it on social media. 

Christopher Hintz & Avi Buxbaum (La Entrada) – Northern Representatives 
a.​ Avi shared a slideshow of photos and recap of Ludi. 

i.​ Roman Speed dating was a large highlight 
ii.​ The 7 Collaquia were amazing and a big hit 

b.​ Total attendance was 551 students from 20 schools. 
c.​ Ms. Stuart mentioned financial issues that came up, which she will discuss 

later with Mr. Davis. 
d.​ Ms. Vasquez mentioned that a former student of hers, now a La Entrada 

parent, thought Ludi was outstanding! 
Lilliana Aali & Lily Jin (Harbor Day) – Southern Representatives 

a.​ 97 adults, 512 students, and 25 schools attended. 
b.​ They received $16,395 for registration, spent around $13,800 and earned 

$2,595. All of the money will go to the CAJCL scholarship fund. Ms. 
Vasquez reminded them that they only have to give 50 percent, but they 
are still sending it all. 

c.​ 270 awards were given out for the tests, and 101 for non testing contests 
d.​ All activities and workshops went well.  
e.​ Lilliana suggested that  increased communication and detailed lists of all 

the student duties would have helped. 
f.​ Ms. Alimento thanked them for inviting her husband’s school to attend 

free of charge. It meant so much to her and to the school. 



Julia Ball (Sage Hill School) – 1st Vice President 
a.​ She had lots of fun at SCRAM. She ran the service project and helped at 

Candidates Forum. 
b.​ She reached out to 85 schools to join JCL. She is in touch with sponsors 

for Bishop Amat, Geffen Academy, and is connecting with students from 
Santa Margarita. 

c.​ At candidates forum, she connected with students from New West Charter, 
who wanted advice for how to make their own school program better. 

d.​ Julia has been working on publicity for National Convention. She asked if 
there would be a colloquium about National Convention at State 
Convention. Ameera, as a National Officer,  said they will be willing to 
host a nationals colloquium.  

e.​ She has been trying to reach out to homeschooled students who take the 
NLE, so they are aware of CAJCL. She has also created more materials 
for them, so it's easier for them to join in the future. 

Sean Gupta (Miramonte) – Parliamentarian 
a.​ Sean fixed the formatting issues in the Constitution and By-laws 
b.​ He is working on candidate applications. 
c.​ Sean presented the amendments. 

i.​ Amendment 1 - Additional Officer Duties. Sean moved to take the 
Amendment to State Convention. The motion was seconded and 
passed. 

ii.​ Amendment 2 - By-Laws Expenditures. Sean moved to take the 
Amendment to State Convention. The motion was seconded and 
passed. 

iii.​ Amendment 3 - Social media responsibility. Ms. Jordt added that 
mentors now have the authority to approve social media posts. 
Sean moved to take the Amendment to State Convention. The 
motion was seconded and passed. 

iv.​ Amendment 4 - Social Media Campaign Policies. Sean moved to 
take the Amendment to State Convention. The motion was 
seconded and passed. 

v.​ Amendment 5 - Multiple Convention Presidents. Sean had drafted 
an amendment that allowed for multiple Convention Presidents , 
but now he thinks that it isn’t a good idea. He recommended it be 
left at one president and a possible co-president, or pass a different 
amendment that will limit it to three. Ms. Vasquez thought the 
allotted votes should be divided between the presidents. Ms Jordt 
agreed that each office only gets 1 vote. Sean started editing the 
draft. 



d.​ Non amendment change - Meeting Chair. This would clarify that only the 
2nd Vice President is the chair of the board. Sean moved to approve the 
change. The motion was seconded and passed. 

Koji Edmunds (Menlo-Atherton) – Secretary 
a.​ He finished the letterhead, board contact sheet, and the last meeting 

minutes. 
b.​ He tried a feedback form at Ludi, but didn’t receive many responses. He 

will work on one for State Convention, with more advertising. Sky 
suggested putting a QR on the back of the pamphlet.  

Chloe Fua (CHD Academy) – Webmaster 
a.​ Chloe started the spreadsheet for the national website contest. She created 

a chapter website and social media form for it.  
b.​ She posted everything on the website that was sent to her. 
c.​ She also made Instagram posts. 

Shreyas Karnam (The Harker School) – Nuntius Editor 
a.​ He published the first issue of the Nuntius 
b.​ He will send out emails for assignments for the next Nuntius. He aims to 

publish in February 
c.​ He submitted a state update for the Torch US. 
d.​ He wondered if it was possible for a Convention Ear at State Convention. 

Ms. Vasquez said it worked at Menlo in 2019 and was done by a 
Miramonte student who had run for National Editor. There was 1 in the 
welcoming bags for each person attending and one available at lunch. It 
could also be posted online. Ms. Vasquez thought it worked well and was 
helpful for the students. She agreed that  an online version would be 
possible, but Dr. Briggs commented that he preferred the paper version.  

e.​ Shreyas  and Chloe have been working on a promotional video for 
nationals. 

f.​ He offered to host a colloquium about starting a school publication at State 
Convention.  

Ameera Ramzan (The Harker School) – NJCL Communications Coordinator 
a.​ They met monthly with the other student officers on the NJCL board. 
b.​ They have been planning for National Convention 
c.​ They have been grading the website contest, meeting with state Secretaries 

and Webmasters, and working on the non-convention contest guides. 
d.​ They also attended Fall Planning in Indiana and plans to attend the virtual 

Winter meeting. 
e.​ California's state website has been submitted, as well as CHD and 

Miramonte. If anyone else has a website, please send it to Ameera. 
 



VIII.​ Certamen Report – Dr. Brian Briggs 
a.​ CARCER is coming up on February 21st. He and Dr. Garvey are working on 

preparing for that. It will be hosted by Loyola in the south and Menlo in the north. 
b.​ There’s been an issue with repairing certamen machines. He called around 

Sacramento and found a place that could fix two of the machines. If people have 
broken machines, they can look locally instead of waiting for the NJCL provider. 
Ms. Jordt said that in-house repairs at Menlo is also possible. 

IX.​ CAJCL Scholarship Report – Ms. Marisa Alimento 
a.​ The account balance is $30,629.79.  
b.​ Scholarship payments have been made to Carmen Aronson '24 from St. Ignatius, 

Mallika Dandamudi '22 from Miramonte. A check was sent to CJ Lindstrand '24, 
but it has not yet been deposited. 

c.​ She sent an ad to the Nuntius Editor and Webmaster for 2025-2026. 
d.​ Dr. Briggs asked if the scholarship requirement can be split between Latin and 

Greek. Ms. Alimento thinks that is fine. More ancient languages might also  be 
applicable, like Hebrew and Sanskrit. Ms. Alimento will think about these 
options. 

X.​ Treasurer Report – Lisa Masoni 
a.​ Ms. Jordt delivered the report in lieu of Lisa Masoni 
b.​ The current bank balance is $6265.49 
c.​ Berkeley, California High, Convent and Stuart Hall, Crossroads MS and US, 

Geffen, Head Royce, Jesuit, King Drew, Menlo-Atherton, Orion, Pacifica 
Christian, Proof, Seven Hills, Sierra Classical, Stanford Online, University SF, 
Woodbridge, and Valley Christian haven’t renewed their membership. New West 
Charter School, St. Ignatius, PVP, and Willows have registered but not yet paid. 
Ms. Masoni needs a list of officer candidates from Sean, so she can check their 
membership status.  

 
XI.​ New Business -  

a.​ Sean brought up Amendment 5 - Multiple Convention Presidents again. The 
board deliberated and decided to allow one vote for the Convention President 
office, and use ambiguous language to allow for multiple presidents. Sean moved 
to take the Amendment to State Convention. The motion was seconded and 
passed. 

b.​ Ms. Vasquez asked about the Academic tests. Mr. Patterson said the deadline is 
Feb. 1. He will send the tests to Dr. Briggs at least a week in advance. Ms. 
Vasquez asked if he had someone to proof the tests, which he will have. 

c.​ Ms. Vasquez asked if any adults needed pins for State Convention. Dr. Briggs said 
needed one. 

 



XII.​ Next Meeting Date 
a.​ The next meeting will be May 16th at 8am. 

 
XIII.​ Adjournment – Sky Taketa 

Sky moved to adjourn. The motion was seconded. The January meeting of the CAJCL 
board was adjourned at 10:28 am . 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
Koji Edmunds 
CAJCL Secretary, 2025-2026 
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